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1
LOCKING MULTIPLE
VOLTAGE-CONTROLLED OSCILLATORS
WITH A SINGLE PHASE-LOCKED LOOP

BACKGROUND

1. Field

This invention relates to a phase-locked loop (PLL), and
more specifically, to generating multiple local oscillation
(LO) frequencies using a single PLL to lock multiple voltage-
controlled oscillators (VCOs).

2. Background

In transceiver circuits that support carrier aggregation,
multiple receiver and transmitter synthesizers are needed, one
for each local oscillator frequency. For example, for three
downlink and two uplink carrier aggregation, five synthesiz-
ers are needed. This configuration requires large amount of
silicon area from each phase locked loop (PLL).

SUMMARY

The present invention provides methods, circuits, appara-
tus, and computer programs to lock multiple voltage-con-
trolled oscillators (VCOs) for generating a plurality of local
oscillator (LO) frequencies.

In one embodiment, system including a phase-locked loop
(PLL) circuit configured to lock multiple VCOs for generat-
ing a plurality of LO frequencies is disclosed. The system
includes: a plurality of VCOs, each VCO generating an output
signal of a particular frequency; a plurality of dividers, each
divider configured to divide the output signal of a correspond-
ing VCO, the plurality of dividers generating a plurality
divided VCO feedback signals; a phase-to-digital converter
(PDC) configured to receive a plurality of divided VCO feed-
back signals from the plurality of dividers and a reference
signal multiplied by a predetermined number indicating a
number of the plurality of VCOs, and to generate the prede-
termined number of phase differences between the multiplied
reference signal and the plurality of divided VCO feedback
signals; a digital loop filter configured to receive and process
the phase differences and generate a filter output, wherein the
digital loop filter includes a plurality of delay cells equal to
the predetermined number; and a digital-to-analog converter
(DAC) configured to output control voltages for the plurality
of VCOs based on the filter output.

In another embodiment, a method to lock multiple VCOs to
generate a plurality of LO frequencies is disclosed. The
method includes: receiving a plurality of divided VCO feed-
back signals from a plurality of VCOs; receiving a reference
signal multiplied by a predetermined number of the plurality
ot VCOs; generating and processing the predetermined num-
ber of phase differences between the multiplied reference
signal and the plurality of divided VCO feedback signals in a
single PLL circuit including a digital loop filter to receive and
process the phase differences and generate a filter output,
wherein the digital loop filter includes a plurality of delay
cells equal to the predetermined number; and generating and
outputting control voltages for the plurality of VCOs based on
the filter output.

In another embodiment, an apparatus to lock multiple
VCOs for generating a plurality of LO frequencies is dis-
closed. The apparatus includes: means for receiving a plural-
ity of divided VCO feedback signals from a plurality of
VCOs; mean for receiving a reference signal multiplied by a
predetermined number of the plurality of VCOs; mean for
generating and processing the predetermined number of
phase differences between the multiplied reference signal and
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the plurality of divided VCO feedback signals in a single PL.LLL
circuit including a digital loop filter to receive and process the
phase differences and generate a filter output, wherein the
digital loop filter includes a plurality of delay cells equal to
the predetermined number; and means for generating and
outputting control voltages for the plurality of VCOs based on
the filter output.

In yet another embodiment, a non-transitory storage
medium storing a computer program to lock multiple VCOs
for generating a plurality of LO frequencies is disclosed. The
computer program includes executable instructions that
cause a computer to: receive a plurality of divided VCO
feedback signals from a plurality of VCOs; receive a refer-
ence signal multiplied by a predetermined number of the
plurality of VCOs; generate and process the predetermined
number of phase differences between the multiplied refer-
ence signal and the plurality of divided VCO feedback signals
in a single PLL circuit including a digital loop filter to receive
and process the phase differences and generate a filter output,
wherein the digital loop filter includes a plurality of delay
cells equal to the predetermined number; and generate and
output control voltages for the plurality of VCOs based on the
filter output.

Other features and advantages of the present invention
should be apparent from the present description which illus-
trates, by way of example, aspects of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The details of the present invention, both as to its structure
and operation, may be gleaned in part by study of the
appended further drawings, in which like reference numerals
refer to like parts, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram illustrating a system
with one digital PLL locking four VCOs in accordance with
one example embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram of a digital loop filter
which is configured to lock two VCO units in accordance with
one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a timing diagram of the system shown in FIG. 1 in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a functional flow diagram of a process for locking
a predetermined number of VCOs using a single PLL in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a functional flow diagram of a process for locking
apredetermined number (e.g., K) of VCOs using a single PLL
in accordance with another embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 6A is a timing diagram illustrating the timing of the
divided feedback signals from two VCOs without the initial
phase adjustment;

FIG. 6B is a timing diagram illustrating the timing of the
divided feedback signals from two VCOs after the initial
phase adjustment has been made;

FIG. 7 is a functional flow diagram of a process for the
initial phase adjustment in accordance with one embodiment
of the present invention; and

FIG. 8 is a timing diagram illustrating the implementation
of' the initial phase adjustment for a two VCO case.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As described above, in some systems, multiple receiver
and transmitter synthesizers are needed, but this configura-
tion requires large amount of silicon area. Certain embodi-
ments as described herein provide for efficiently generating
multiple local oscillator frequencies using a single phase-



US 9,252,790 B2

3

locked loop (PLL) to lock multiple voltage-controlled oscil-
lators (VCOs) which reduces the die area and complexity.
After reading this description it will become apparent how to
implement the invention in various implementations and
applications. Although various implementations of the
present invention will be described herein, it is understood
that these implementations are presented by way of example
only, and not limitation. As such, this detailed description of
various implementations should not be construed to limit the
scope or breadth of the present invention.

In one of the proposed embodiments, one digital PLL is
used to lock multiple VCOs (e.g., K number of VCOs). The
phase-to-digital converter (PDC) takes K times the reference
frequency (F, ) signal and K number of divided VCO fre-
quency signals from K VCOs (F,, . . . F, ;) as inputs. The
PDC generates K interleaved signals of phase differences
between K*F, -and F,,, . . . F,x and sends the phase differ-
ences to a digital loop filter, which processes the phase dif-
ferences that reuses the majority of the digital hardware, but
clocked at K times the reference frequency. The output of the
digital loop filter is then sent to a digital-to-analog converter
(DAC) that uses a single decoder and K buffers whose outputs
control K number of VCOs and complete the loop.

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram illustrating a system
100 with one digital PLL locking four VCOs in accordance
with one example embodiment of the present invention. In the
illustrated embodiment of FIG. 1, the PDC 110 receives a
multiplied reference signal (4*F,_) and four divided VCO
feedback signals (F,;, F ,, F 3, F,.,) from four VCOs (VCO,,
VCO,, VCO,, VCO,) as inputs. The term “divided VCO
feedback signal” refers to an output signal of a VCO divided
by adivider 170. The reference signal is multiplied by four as
4*F _,in a unit 102. The PDC 110 generates four interleaved
signals of phase differences between 4*F, and F,,, F,, F, 5,
F,,.The PDC 110 then sends the phase differences to a digital
loop filter 120, which processes the phase differences that
reuses the majority of the digital hardware. In one embodi-
ment, the digital loop filter 120 is configured as an impulse
response filter with a gain of ‘a’ and a pole at ‘b’ with one
delay cell (e.g., a register) inserted in the loop of the filter for
each phase difference signal. Thus, four delay cells would be
needed for the illustrated embodiment of FIG. 1 having four
VCOs. The detail implementation of a digital loop filter
which locks two VCOs is illustrated in FIG. 2. The output of
the digital loop filter 120 is then sent to a digital-to-analog
converter (DAC) decoder 130 that uses, in one example, a
single decoder and four buffers. The output of the DAC
decoder 130 is routed through a serial-to-parallel unit 140 and
four DAC units 150 to control the four VCO units 160. Fre-
quency divider units 170 complete the loop. The four fre-
quency divider units 170 are controlled by a delta sigma
modulator (DSM) 180 which is clocked at the sum of the four
frequencies (F,,;, F,,, F 5, F..).

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram of a digital loop filter
200 which is configured to lock two VCO units in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention. In one
embodiment, the digital loop filter 200 is a detailed imple-
mentation of the digital loop filter 120. The illustrated
embodiment of the digital loop filter 200 has a gain of “a’ and
apoleat ‘b’. Thus, the filter 200 uses one extra delay cell (e.g.,
a register) in the loop of the filter 120 for each additional
VCO, but all combinational logic can be shared. The digital
loop filter 200 includes a summing unit 220, a filter gain unit
230, and loop elements 240, 250, 260 (which may include
delay cells 250, 260). The functional block diagram of FIG. 2
further includes a parallel-to-serial converter 210 and a deci-
mator 270 for the illustrative purposes. However, the parallel-
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4

to-serial converter 210 is typically included in the PDC, while
the decimator 270 may be included in the serial-to-parallel
converter 140.

The illustrated embodiment of FIG. 2 shows the digital
loop filter 200 for a two VCO case. In this embodiment, the
digital loop filter 200 receives two input signals (x,[n] and
X,[n]). The summing unit 220, the filter gain unit 230, and the
loop elements 240, 250, 260 process the input signals (x,[n]
and x,[n]) into output signals (y,[n] and y,[n]) with a gain of
‘a’ and a pole at ‘b’ as follows:

yinj=arx [nj+b*y, [n-1] M

Yafn]=atx; [n]+b %y, [n-1] @

The parallel-to-serial converter 210 combines X, [n] and x,[n]
into x[n] and the decimator 270 decimates the output signal
y[n] into y, [n] and y,[n] as follows:

x[2n]=x,[n], x[2n+1]=x:[n] 3

y2r]=y\[n], y[2n+1]=p[n]
Then, equations (1) and (2) become:
yPR2u]=a*x2n]+b*y2n-2]

Q)

®

yR2r+l=a*x2n+11+b*y2n-1]

Equations (5) and (6) are equivalent to

Q)

y[nj=a*x[nj+b*y[n-2] M
Therefore, equation (7) can be implemented by having two
delay cells 250, 260 as shown in FIG. 2. Further, coefficients
a and b are programmable to different values for different
configurations of the digital loop filter 200. Extending the
example shown in FIG. 2, control signals for K number of
VCOs can be generated by using K delay cells.

FIG. 3 is atiming diagram of the system 100 shown in FI1G.
1 in accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion. As stated above, the system 100 is configured with one
PLL locking four VCOs. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the refer-
ence signal 310 is clocked at four times the reference fre-
quency (F,_ ). Inamore general case where there are K VCOs,
the reference signal would be clocked at K times the reference
frequency. Further, the timing diagrams of the four divided
VCO feedback signals (F,,/F ,, F 3, F,,) are shown as dia-
grams 312,314,316, 318, respectively. The first divided VCO
feedback signal (F ) 312 triggers at the first rising edge of the
reference signal 310; the second divided VCO feedback sig-
nal (F,,) 314 triggers at the second rising edge of the refer-
ence signal 310; the third divided VCO feedback signal (F ;)
316 triggers at the third rising edge of the reference signal
310; and the fourth divided VCO feedback signal (F,,) 318
triggers at the fourth rising edge of the reference signal 310.
The timing diagram shows that the first divided VCO feed-
back signal 312 also triggers at the fifth rising edge of the
reference signal 310; the second divided VCO feedback sig-
nal 314 triggers at the sixth rising edge of the reference signal;
and so on.

The phase differences processed by the digital loop filter
120 are shown as a serial signal 320. Further, the serial (seri-
alized version) signal 320 is converted into four parallel con-
trol signals 322, 324, 326, 328 which are then output to four
DAC analog units 150. The first control signal 322 maintains
a first value 360 from the first rising edge 340 to the second
rising edge 342 of the first divided VCO feedback signal (F )
312 and changes to a second value 362 with the second rising
edge 342. The second control signal 324 maintains a first
value 364 from the first rising edge 344 to the second rising
edge 346 of the second divided VCO feedback signal (F )
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314 and changes to a second value 366 with the second rising
edge 346. The third and fourth control signals 326, 328 are
processed similarly (first values 368, 370 of the third and
fourth control signals 326, 328 are shown). The processed
control signals 322, 324, 326, 328 are then converted into
analog control voltages 330, 332, 334, 336, respectively, by
the four DAC analog units 150. In the illustrated embodiment
of FIG. 3, the control voltages 330, 332, 334, 336 arec four
voltages that control the four VCOs 160.

FIG. 4 is a functional flow diagram of a process 400 for
locking a predetermined number of VCOs using a single PLL
in accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.
In the illustrated embodiment of FIG. 4, the process 400
includes each VCO of the predetermined number of VCOs
and a corresponding divider generating a divided VCO feed-
back signal, at step 410. A plurality of the divided VCO
feedback signals (e.g., a predetermined number K) is
received, at step 420, from the plurality of dividers. Then, at
step 430, a reference signal with a frequency equal to the
predetermined number times a reference frequency is
received. A predetermined number of phase differences
between the frequency of the reference signal and frequencies
of the plurality of divided VCO feedback signals are gener-
ated, at step 440. The phase differences are then processed to
output a plurality of control voltages for the predetermined
number of VCOs, at step 450. In one embodiment, the phase
differences are processed in an interleaved mode and the
output control voltages are generated using a digital loop filter
including a predetermined number (e.g., K) of delays as illus-
trated and described in connection with FIG. 2.

Referring back to FIG. 3, each divided VCO feedback
signal (F,;, F,,, . . ., F ) 312, 314, 316, 318 needs to be
confined within one distinct reference clock period for the
time multiplexing to work properly. However, the timing of
the divided VCO feedback signals may be arbitrary after the
coarse tuning of the VCOs, but prior to the fine tuning.
Accordingly, in a further embodiment, initial phase adjust-
ment is made to the timing of the divided VCO feedback
signals, F, |, F ,, ..., F r between the coarse tuning and the
fine tuning of the VCOs.

FIG. 5 is a functional flow diagram of a process 500 for
locking or tuning a predetermined number (e.g., K) of VCOs
using a single PLL in accordance with another embodiment
of the present invention. In the illustrated embodiment of
FIG. 5, the process 500 initiates, at step 510, by coarse tuning
of'the VCOs. An initial phase adjustment is then made, at step
520. The details of the initial phase adjustment are illustrated
in FIG. 7 and FIG. 8. The process 500 finishes with a fine
tuning of the VCOs, at step 530.

FIG. 6A is a timing diagram illustrating the timing of the
divided VCO feedback signals from two VCOs without the
initial phase adjustment. The diagram 600 shows the timing
of' the reference clock, while the diagrams 610 and 620 show
the timing of the divided VCO feedback signals F,, and F ,
from VCO, and VCO,, respectively. As stated above, the
timing of the divided VCO feedback signals 610, 620 is
arbitrary.

FIG. 6B is a timing diagram illustrating the timing of the
divided VCO feedback signals from two VCOs, after the
initial phase adjustment has been made. The diagram 630
shows the timing of the reference clock, while the diagrams
640 and 650 show the timing of the divided VCO feedback
signals F,, and F , from VCO, and VCO,, respectively. As
stated above, the timing of the divided VCO feedback signals
640,650 has now been adjusted and each divided VCO feed-
back signal is confined within one distinct reference clock
period.

FIG. 7 is a functional flow diagram of a process 520 for the
initial phase adjustment in accordance with one embodiment
of the present invention. In the illustrated embodiment of
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FIG. 7, the close loop is disabled and a fixed number (e.g.,
N.,,,») is set for the number of VCO cycles between the rising
edges of each divided VCO feedback signal (F,,), at step 700.
Atthe i-th rising edge of the reference frequency, multiply the
reference frequency by the number of VCOs (i.e., K), at step
710, to generate an input clock (=K*F,, ). The time difference
between the rising edge of the input clock and the rising edge
of'the divided VCO feedback signal (F,,) is then measured, at
step 720. The VCO cycles in the measured time difference are
counted, at step 730. A new N is calculated, at step 740, as the
arbitrary number (N, ) minus the time difference count (C,).
The i-th adjustment is made, at step 750, using new N after
waiting for one over the input clock cycle (1/(K*F,, ). After
the K-th adjustment has been made, the closed loop is acti-
vated, at step 760.

FIG. 8 is a timing diagram illustrating the implementation
of the initial phase adjustment for a two VCO case. In the
illustrated embodiment of FIG. 8, the fixed number (N,,_,,) is
set at 22. Also, the diagram 810 is the input clock (K*F, )
generated in step 710 of FIG. 7. The diagrams 820 and 830 are
the divided VCO feedback signals F , and F , for VCO, and
VCO,, respectively. Further, the diagram 840 shows the VCO
cycles (for VCO,) mentioned in step 730 of FIG. 7. Thus, in
accordance with step 730, the VCO cycles in the measured
time difference are counted for the first divided VCO feed-
back signal F,, at diagram 850. The number (C,) for the
counted VCO cycles in the measured time difference for the
first divided VCO feedback signal F,; (shown in diagram 850)
is equal to five. Accordingly, new N for the first divided VCO
feedback signal F, is set at 17 (see diagram 860), which is 22
(N,,,)-5(C)). The diagram 870 shows the VCO cycles (for
VCO,) mentioned in step 730 of FIG. 7. The VCO cycles in
the measured time difference are counted for the second
divided VCO feedback signal F,,, at diagram 880. The num-
ber (C,) for the counted VCO cycles in the measured time
difference for the second divided VCO feedback signal F,
(shown in diagram 880) is equal to sixteen. Accordingly, new
N for the second divided VCO feedback signal F , is set at 6
(see diagram 890), which is 22 (N, ,)-16(C,).

Although several embodiments of the invention are
described above, many variations of the invention are pos-
sible. For example, although the illustrated embodiments
appear to suggest using a phase-to-digital converter, other
elements can be used in place of the phase-to-digital con-
verter. For example, a frequency-to-digital converter can be
used in place of the phase-to-digital converter. Further, fea-
tures of the various embodiments may be combined in com-
binations that differ from those described above. Moreover,
for clear and brief description, many descriptions of the sys-
tems and methods have been simplified. Many descriptions
use terminology and structures of specific standards. How-
ever, the disclosed systems and methods are more broadly
applicable.

Those of skill will appreciate that the various illustrative
blocks and modules described in connection with the embodi-
ments disclosed herein can be implemented in various forms.
Some blocks and modules have been described above gener-
ally in terms of their functionality. How such functionality is
implemented depends upon the design constraints imposed
on an overall system. Skilled persons can implement the
described functionality in varying ways for each particular
application, but such implementation decisions should not be
interpreted as causing a departure from the scope of the inven-
tion. In addition, the grouping of functions within a module,
block, or step is for ease of description. Specific functions or
steps can be moved from one module or block without depart-
ing from the invention.

The various illustrative logical blocks, units, steps, com-
ponents, and modules described in connection with the
embodiments disclosed herein can be implemented or per-
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formed with a processor, such as a general purpose processor,
a digital signal processor (DSP), an application specific inte-
grated circuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate array
(FPGA) or other programmable logic device, discrete gate or
transistor logic, discrete hardware components, or any com-
bination thereof designed to perform the functions described
herein. A general-purpose processor can be a microprocessor,
but in the alternative, the processor can be any processor,
controller, microcontroller, or state machine. A processor can
also be implemented as a combination of computing devices,
for example, a combination of a DSP and a microprocessor, a
plurality of microprocessors, one or more microprocessors in
conjunction with a DSP core, or any other such configuration.
Further, circuits implementing the embodiments and func-
tional blocks and modules described herein can be realized
using various transistor types, logic families, and design
methodologies.

The above description of the disclosed embodiments is
provided to enable any person skilled in the art to make or use
the invention. Various modifications to these embodiments
will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, and the
generic principles described herein can be applied to other
embodiments without departing from the spirit or scope of the
invention. Thus, it is to be understood that the description and
drawings presented herein represent presently preferred
embodiments of the invention and are therefore representa-
tive of the subject matter which is broadly contemplated by
the present invention. It is further understood that the scope of
the present invention fully encompasses other embodiments
that may become obvious to those skilled in the art and that
the scope of the present invention is accordingly limited by
nothing other than the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A system including a phase-locked loop (PLL) circuit
configured to lock multiple voltage-controlled oscillators
(VCOs) for generating a plurality of local oscillator (LO)
frequencies, the system comprising:

aplurality of VCOs, each VCO generating an output signal
of a particular frequency;

aplurality of dividers, each divider configured to divide the
output signal of a corresponding VCO, the plurality of
dividers generating a plurality of divided VCO feedback
signals;

a phase-to-digital converter (PDC) configured to receive
the plurality of divided VCO feedback signals from the
plurality of dividers and a reference signal multiplied by
apredetermined number indicating a number of the plu-
rality of VCOs, and to generate the predetermined num-
ber of phase differences between the multiplied refer-
ence signal and the plurality of divided VCO feedback
signals;

a digital loop filter configured to receive and process the
phase differences and generate a filter output,

wherein the digital loop filter includes a plurality of delay
cells equal to the predetermined number; and

a digital-to-analog converter (DAC) configured to output
control voltages for the plurality of VCOs based on the
filter output.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the digital loop filter

comprises:

a filter gain unit to multiply a serialized signal of the pre-
determined number of phase differences with a filter
gain and output a first value;

the predetermined number of a plurality of delay cells;

aloop gain unit in the loop to multiply a delayed version of
the filter output with a loop gain and output a second
value; and

a summing unit to add the first value and the second value
to produce the filter output.
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3. A method to lock multiple VCOs to generate a plurality
of LO frequencies, the method comprising:

receiving a plurality of divided VCO feedback signals from

a plurality of VCOs;

receiving a reference signal multiplied by a predetermined

number of the plurality of VCOs;

generating and processing the predetermined number of

phase differences between the multiplied reference sig-
nal and the plurality of divided VCO feedback signals in
a single PLL circuit including a digital loop filter to
receive and process the phase differences and generate a
filter output,

wherein the digital loop filter includes a plurality of delay

cells equal to the predetermined number; and
generating and outputting control voltages for the plurality
of VCOs based on the filter output.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the digital loop filter is
configured to add one delay cell for each additional VCO to
lock.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein processing the prede-
termined number of phase differences comprises:

multiplying a serialized signal of the predetermined num-

ber of phase differences with a filter gain and outputting
a first value;

multiplying a delayed version of the filter output with a

loop gain and outputting a second value; and

summing the first value and the second value to produce the

filter output.

6. An apparatus to lock multiple VCOs for generating a
plurality of LO frequencies, the apparatus comprising:

means for receiving a plurality of divided VCO feedback

signals from a plurality of VCOs;

mean for receiving a reference signal multiplied by a pre-

determined number of the plurality of VCOs;

mean for generating and processing the predetermined

number of phase differences between the multiplied ref-
erence signal and the plurality of divided VCO feedback
signals in a single PLL circuit including a digital loop
filter to receive and process the phase differences and
generate a filter output,

wherein the digital loop filter includes a plurality of delay

cells equal to the predetermined number; and

means for generating and outputting control voltages for

the plurality of VCOs based on the filter output.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the digital loop filter
is configured to add one delay cell for each additional VCO to
lock.

8. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the means for gener-
ating and for processing the predetermined number of phase
differences comprises:

means for multiplying a serialized signal of the predeter-

mined number of phase differences with a filter gain and
outputting a first value;

means for multiplying a delayed version of the filter output

with a loop gain and outputting a second value; and
means for summing the first value and the second value to
produce the filter output.
9. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing a computer program to lock multiple VCOs for gen-
erating a plurality of LO frequencies, the computer program
comprising executable instructions that cause a computer to:
receive a plurality of divided VCO feedback signals from a
plurality of VCOs; receive a reference signal multiplied
by a predetermined number of the plurality of VCOs;

generate and process the predetermined number of phase
differences between the multiplied reference signal and
the plurality of divided VCO feedback signals in a single
PLL circuit including a digital loop filter to receive and
process the phase differences and generate a filter out-
put,
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wherein the digital loop filter includes a plurality of delay

cells equal to the predetermined number; and

generate and output control voltages for the plurality of

VCOs based on the filter output.

10. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 9, wherein executable instructions that cause the
computer to process the predetermined number of phase dif-
ferences comprise executable instructions that cause the com-
puter to:

multiply a serialized signal of the predetermined number of

phase differences with a filter gain and outputting a first
value;

multiply a delayed version of the filter output with a loop

gain and outputting a second value; and

sum the first value and the second value to produce the filter

output.

11. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 9, wherein executable instructions that cause the
computer to process the predetermined number of phase dif-
ferences comprise executable instructions that cause the com-
puter to:

perform an initial phase adjustment in which each of the

plurality of divided VCO feedback signals is adjusted to
be confined within one distinct period of the multiplied
reference signal.

12. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 11, wherein the initial phase adjustment comprises
executable instruction that cause the computer to:

measure time differences between a rising edge of the

reference signal and rising edges of the plurality of
divided VCO feedback signals; and

adjust the rising edges of the plurality of divided VCO

feedback signals using the time differences.
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